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BUILDING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS

MINUTES

MINUTES OF THE BUILDING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS HEARING HELD JANUARY 27, 2016 AT 1:00 P.M. IN THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT CONFERENCE ROOM, SOUTH BUILDING, CITY HALL
MEMBERS PRESENT:
John Gazall, Chairman      

John Corcoran

Jeff Ferweda
Jeff Chappell

Joe Perez

FOR APPLICANT:

Brian Becker, GM Global Facilities Construction Project Manager





Craig Westrick, Ghafari Associates Project Manager

NOT PRESENT:

Phil Johnson





Dale Suomela
ALSO PRESENT: 

Chad Zudel – Building Official




Jesse Buchanan – Building Official





Marcus Brown – Flint Fire Department





Brenda Partridge – Secretary
1. CHAIRPERSON CALLS THE MEETING TO ORDER

Chairperson Gazall called the meeting to order at approximately 1:00 p.m.

2. MOTION TO RECOGNIZE THE BUILDING OFFICIAL
A motion to recognize Chad Zudel as the Building Official was made by Joe Perez and supported by John Corcoran.
(Note: Standard motion was not applicable at this meeting, as this was not an appeal for demolition.)
3. Appeal
BACKGROUND FOR AMENDED APPEAL:
General Motors new Body Shop Manufacturing Facility is located at 3248 Van Slyke Road on the General Motors Company Campus. This new facility will be directly north of the Flint Metal Center building and will be 898,077 square feet. The construction of this facility is a continuation of General Motors recent expansion of their manufacturing operations in the Flint area, beginning with the construction of the Paint Shop in 2014. This facility is designated as an F-2 Low Hazard Occupancy, with the construction type as IIB non-combustible, fully sprinkled, Class A roof. It will be fully automated.
Plans that were drawn for this facility indicated that there will be a portion of the plant that will not be in compliance with the 2012 Michigan Building Code as it pertains to exit access. Because of the facility’s classification as an F-2 structure, the travel distance to an exit is required to be no more than 400 feet; the plans indicate approximately 700 feet. This will add an additional 1 minute, 15 seconds for exiting the building.
The General Motors Campus has its own fire brigade onsite 24/7. The plans for this facility include clearly marked fire hose stations, propriety alarm system, smoke and heat detectors, etc. All personnel and visitors are required to undergo safety orientation prior to entering the plant. This entails proper procedures for reporting a fire, and for evacuation. The occupancy for this facility will be no more than 140 people per shift.
General Motors is appealing the exit access travel distance restriction contained in the 2012 Michigan Building Code. 

DISCUSSION:
Brian Becker, for GM, provided a detailed description of the building and its various production areas. He explained that the function of this building would be the manufacturing of truck cabs and beds. There would be a minimum of staff in the affected area as the plant would be fully automated. Because it would be fully automated, there would be minimal combustible materials. All welding would be robotic, using DC welders.

Lengthy discussion followed, during which the following additional safety enhancements were deemed necessary:
3. Additional emergency egress lighting to be lowered to 12-16 feet, mounted on the                         columns, in any pathway.
3. Increase sprinkler density in affected areas from .04 to .3/2

3. Increase occupancy to 400 people per shift.
Motion to allow the amended appeal for General Motors new Body Shop Project located at 3248 Van Slyke Road was made by Jeff Ferweda and supported by Joe Perez. Motion carried.
